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Table 2. Co-morbidities

Co-morbidity CG (n=19) PG (n=13) p value
Avrterial hypertension 13 (68%) 9 (69%) 0.636
Stroke/TIA 2 (10%) 2 (15%) 0.542
CHF 0 (0%) 1 (8%) 0.406
CAD 3 (16%) 1 (8%) 0.458
DM 8 (42%) 5 (38%) 0.565
CKD > 3B 2 (10%) 2 (15%) 0.542
COPD GOLD >2 2 (10%) 3 (23%) 0.317
Metastatic carcinoma 0 (0%) 2 (15%) 0.157
Obesity (BMI > 35) 0 (0%) 3 (23%) 0.058
Other 2 0 (0%) 0 (0%) N/A

Abbreviations: BMI: body mass index; CAD: coronary artery disease (coronary artery bypass grafting and/or
history of acute myocardial infarction); CHF: congestive heart failure; CG: control group; CKD: chronic kidney
disease; COPD: chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; DM: diabetes mellitus; PG: protocol group; TIA:
transient ischemic attack.  No patient had HIV/AIDS or congenital immune deficiency, liver disease (biopsy-

proven cirrhosis, portal hypertension or hepatic encephalopathy), inflammatory bowel disease, or sickle cell

anemia



